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March 21,2009

The Honorable Tom Vilsack, Secretary

U,S, Department of Agriculture
l4'h and Independence Avenue, SW
lVashington, DC 2025Û

Dear Sec¡etary Vilsack:

'We 
ar.e twitirrg to ask for your oa¡efill roview of proposals pending before the Departnent

to eliminate the prodtier-hancllei exemption in all fedelal milk marketing order systems

nationwide prioito initiating the rcquested administrntive hearing. We have constituents who

u.u pi"ao..r-handlers. Their dairy óperations provide import_ant anchors of economic activity in

ourlt tur, they provide significanl numbers of good jobs, and suppolt other businesses that have

dovelopeá to ioppfy theirireeds, These ale always important to our stato economies and

espeoiatty ,o noï in the cutrent economic climaie, Every job is valuable arrd every source of

economic vitality impottant.

We understand that the intent of the proposals is to change national policy and federal

regulatiorrs to outlaw these business operations on grounds that they cÌcate "disordcrly maÌketing

coirditions.,' We are also arvare that the national impact of these operations in the scale of U.S.

dairy operations is very small - they account for L5% of milk produotron accotding to USD¿

statistiôs. We hope thát you will rrquile fi.rll examination of whether it is either appropriate or

usefi¡l to spend rður.r feãeral and priväte dollars beginning a formal rulemaking hearing on these

froceedi"g focused on the activity of a variety of independent businesscs constitutine 1 .5% of

the market.

This is a mater of national significance that deserves policy attention by the nerv

Adrninistration, Thd Adrninistration appointees with responsibility for these decisions have not

yet been nominated or confü.¡ned and tiïe opportunity for thep to consider this issue must be

preserved. We urgc you to rvork with all parties to firrd solutio¡s to issues in the dairy induslty

ihut pr"ru*u" comfetition, retain existing successful businesses and the jobs and connu¡rities

they suppod in our states and support continucd innovation.

t Al

PAINTÉô OTt ñ€CYCIEO PAP€ñ


