USDA Hay Quality Designation Guidelines

Agricultural Marketing Service

_ Livestock, Poultry, and Grain Market News

Alfalfa Guidelines (domestic livestock use and not more than 10% grass)

Quality ADF NDF RFV TDN-100% TDN-90% cp

Supreme <27 <34 >185 >62 >55.9 >22
Premium 27-29 34-36 170-185 60.5-62 54.5-55.9 20-22
Good 29-32 36-40 150-170 58-60 52.5-54.5 18-20
Fair 32-35 40-44 130-150 56-58 50.5-52.5 16-18
Utility >35 >44 <130 <56 <50.5 <16

Grass Hay Guidelines

Quality Crude Protein Percent
Premium Over 13
Good 9-13
Fair 5-9
Utility Under 5

Glossary of Terms

https://www.ams.usda.gov/market-news/livestock-poultry-and-grain-hay-terms
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