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']iJIn[ûud,å,itfl tn:g Ërrrnnrts
WASHINGTON, DC./U'i1O

\4urch 12, ?0(19

The l'lc,nornirle Tc,nr Vilsnck
Sçr'r elnlv of Agriculhuc
U, li, Dc,prrnnrcnt of .\griculnr rc

Washington, D,Cì, ?r)?5U

DeaL ivh. Se.crctlry:

If h¿rs corne t(, t¡ìf itne,lltiorr tlllrt ¡hc U.i$, lJúp,rt't.rncnt of Âgrir:rrlnrre ltJl'l)A¡ is
leviewirrg r-t ¡rrr.rpo.sul lrr errtl tlre ¡l'oclucer-h¿trrclfcr uxcrrrption to th* l''cdc:r¡l Milk
It4tr},eling Clrtlei, !\.'hile I unr.lerstu¡ld therc lie¡ustiliurttiorrs to cortsitler cltmging tltc
exetttptiott,Il.rg¡¡.'.elltltint¡titlttcrrulrll:ç¡tçy¡5(u|'irr¡ilt,rthglhtrtrs¡ndstll.sl:llllt.anrily
dniry fnnrrs,

r\s vcru í1rú iìwnrc, lhc prorlucer-hnnrile r exenr¡:tiou rvns fil'sl ¡url irr ¡rluce dtrrirrg
the l'li(h' ¡ncl exists to prott'ct snrnll tìrnlily fnrnrs lhnt l:roduce ant'l nrnrket their orvu :, . ,. l

nritk. \\41íle it i.q true lh¿rl srxlrc olthcsu procluccr-lrrincllcr opeluiolrs have gr',:wu quite :, . !... .

largeinl.ece¡ìt).e¿1f'\.restrltirtgi¡t¿tcot¡tprulrtirl0clisnclvrurtilgct.or.rcgrrlntr'cl¡rtodttcers,
fh(rusnncls ul'srrr¿rll l¡.t¡rrilv clirir¡, thnrrs rrrc still ilr o¡rc¡'¡1jo¡1ancl havc linlc cffeç't c¡¡l the

legulu{,ed nrurket. ()onsec¡uerr(l¡, I iurr co¡rcsrrlecl that sl)i,ul(l LitiD¿\ dc*icle trr cottrpletely
clinlin¿rlc tlre ¡rlnclucrcr'-li¿rldler rrxsrrtlrtitl¡t lltcrsu Frrocltt<'crs wjll bt' lclì tvitlt nc' trtltcr
r.r¡:rIiurr [hun (o ceu$e u¡rêr'ulirnrs, i¡ ¡rlulirrrtltrt thc'sù tÀ,ith l'ctrr,.rrthan 600 cr>rvs,

l\4ost of tlrese plorhrcer'-hunrllers rr¡:erate. o¡r lh¿ nrlrgitt.s. Retluiring thcsc'

pt'odt¡üet¡'t,t ¡rntticipate itt o syslenr that tltey crulentll' tlcr nr.rt l:renelit lionl rrotrlcl irtcrr'irsr.',

thcir ¡uutu¡ll opcrirtion u'osts hy $l:0,()0() nucl effe ctivel¡, ¡rrrt thenr (rut ol'busincss
lr4orl'rrvc'r, tltr: sttrlc ,rf lvlissor¡ri strcrngly proutote s vrrlue-ntlded uglicrrlturv ¡trr.rvirJirrg,
proeltrccrs ¿rs iì wiìy k) rìt'c{ttc niche ¡rrarkets l¡nsccl ou susloinabiliry, This t.y¡re oÍ'irrcertlive
irlcrc¡rscs procfttcr:r i¡tvcstrncnts artcl pt'c,vities the lrrcol cortuutrnity rvith high qtrulit.v

locrtlly pt'ocltrr'crcl gor:rcls. ln thct, seveml of or¡r clairv ¡lrotluce ls br¡vc lalcert ldvirntugc trl'
lhis inrra.ntivc ¿urcl h¡r,c bcr'rr natirlnnllv lccognizctj bccar¡se of thei¡'l.rrrsiness trrotJel, If
tltc ¡rroelurretrltatrclk'r ilrcc¡tlivc is t'ortrplctclv clinúr¡¡ted tltese ¡:t'c,duce¡'s will t¡n loltger'be
¿rble to corrrpcte ru¡d Missuru'i's ir¡vcshncnt will Lrc lost.

With tlrr'arurcrnt cconor¡ric t'lir¡rate c,or:tit:uing to sclr¡eeze sn¡r.tl] busi¡lerses, I dir
t)ot bcli\ì\/c this is lht' tirnc to arld ncfditional requireure¡rts f hnt ltnve lhe potçrìti¿rl to
dr¡vasfa(e thousrurcls of th.:sc s¡unll clnir.y opclatiorts rrrrfoss Ll,S. I t¡l'ge,v-ou to revierv [hi.s

propo.*lrl lntl strongly consiclcr thc inrpnr.t surh n chnnge woultl have on fnrnily fot'¡ns,

¡Jt,lrÚtrt..{rrttrr 4f{l frffittl?ù!^txlrt?¡ñu¡ rrx4ûf)r¡rr"¡¡Blrlr,¿¡¡¡t t/,lP¡lt¡Ctt,txd Wt'.t
ßrvJu lô(û lll! Ë,rst Asx Srpe¡r br/rrr ìnl lulft 
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March 12,20rJ9
Sec. Vilsask

Th&nk you tbr your cons¡deration of my concerrs, I look fon¡rn¡d to reading your
respoße.

$incerely.

3/3

A¡h.{ì.c,¡10
CLAIRE MCCASKILL
United Statcs Senstor


